
I n f o r m a t i o n Required to Asse s s the
WGI Audit o f Paragon A n a l y t i c a l ,

F o r t Co l l in s , CO
EPA Information Gathering Meeting August 7, 2001

Informat i on that EPA Contracts should compile/determine if available:
1. Does the Contract Quality Assurance Plan require a yearly audit of laboratories used for

sample analysis? If so, what reports (audits reports, memos, etc.) are available for
review?

I n f o r m a t i o n EPA needs f r om WGI to c l a r i f y the contents of the audit report:
1. For the contents of the audit report, provide a temporal frame of reference for the l ength

of time the f i n d i n g s have been of concern by (as appl i cab l e):
a) indicating when the last time WGI audited Paragon and provid ing EPA with a

copy of the previous audit report;
b) determining what, if any, other agencies or organizations may have audited

Paragon during the time that WGI sent samples to the laboratory. If other audits
f rom other agencies or organizations were per f ormed , provide the audit reports
and P a r a g o n ' s audit report responses to EPA.

2. It appears that WGI has done a respectable job per forming the audit. However, there
WGI appears to have had d i f f i c u l t y relating the f i n d i n g s or concerns about Paragon
Analytical in the checklist attached to the audit report. Based upon the report, it is unclear
whether the f i n d i n g s implicate problems for a s ingle analytical method (i.e., ICP metals
or vo la t i l e organic compounds) or whether the f i n d i n g s are global problems. For
example, on page 1 of 9 of the Audit Checklist, Item 3 ident i f i e s a c las s i f i cat ion of
"unsatisfactory " was a p p l i e d to the question: "Are MDLs run on each instrument and
each matrix?". WGI must c l a r i f y the f i n d i n g s to adequately de f ine the bounds of the
concerns relating to each f i n d i n g before EPA can determine the magnitude of the
concerns about data previously generated by Paragon Analyt i ca l .

I n f o r m a t i o n to be obtained by EPA for V B I 7 0 :
1. Determine the timeframe when samples were analyzed.
2. Was the target analyte list only As and Pb? Or were there other metals/parameters?
3. What media are a f f e c t e d ?
4. Determine the level of validation was per formed on the data set: f u l l validation, cursory,
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etc. If there was a mix, what was the frequency for each level of validation.

F:\Paragon Audi t \Mis s ing Data 8-5-01 .wpd Mary G o l d a d e


